Activation of the actinorhodin biosynthetic pathway in Streptomyces lividans.
Production of the antibiotic actinorhodin was activated in Streptomyces lividans under conditions in which it is not normally produced when transformed with an activator gene from S. lividans. The gene encodes a 86-nucleotide transcript, responsible for the actinorhodin production phenotype, which is homologous to the 132 nucleotide transcript from S. fradiae, thought to act as a putative antisense RNA.